
Additional Information on Flagstaff Grab and Go, including additional locations 
you can visit (time permitting) and historical details by Rick Gehlbach. 
	
 
Walnut Canyon National Monument:  The monument is open from 0900-1700 (5PM) 
daily.  It is located on I-40 7.5 miles East of Flagstaff, exit # 204.  
 
Contact:   You can call Walnut Canyon National Monument at 928-526-3367. 
 
Entry Info:   Entrance to the Monument is $15, which is good for 7 days, however, they 
accept America the Beautiful - National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Annual 
Pass, Senior Lifetime Pass, Senior Annual Pass, Military Pass. So, some of us have these 
passes and we can get a total of four people in for each pass.  Also, I spoke to Ryan Carpenter, a 
Ranger there, and he said we could get the commercial Sedan Rate, which is $28 for one day at 
Walnut, but will also get up to 6 people into Sunrise Crater and Wupatki on the same day only as 
well.  Look up NPS.gov and Walnut Canyon for more info. 
 
About:  Native American Cliff dwellings built by the Sinagua, a pre-Columbian cultural group that 
lived in Walnut Canyon from about 1100-1250 CE.   You will walk down some stairs and incline 
(about 185 ft.) but once there it is a gentle up and down as you pass 25 dwellings.  As of 5/28 the 
lift is inoperable but they say they are diligently working to repair.  The last time I was there they 
were also working on making the paths more accessible to all and that was 2010.    Just as a 
point of interest, the Sinagua people are preserved in two other nearby settlements, Tuzigoot and 
Montezuma’s Castle.  
 
 
Sunset Crater National Monument:  6082 Sunset Crater Road Flagstaff, AZ.  About 12 
miles north of Flagstaff on Highway 89. 
 
Contact:  928-526-0502 
 
Entry Info:  All the passes that will get you into Walnut Canyon will get you into Sunset Crater on 
the same day  Otherwise it is $25 per car load.  This will also get you into Wupatki. 
 
About:  Sunset Crater is a volcanic park that symbolizes the upheaval common in the area from 
1.4 Million years ago to as late as 1100AD.  The volcanic area encompasses 6,300 Sq. Miles, 
including areas west of Williams, Flagstaff, North and East to the Navajo Nation and south to the 
Mogillon Rim.  Sunset Crater is one of the youngest Volcanoes in the USA having last erupted 
about 1100 AD.  Native Americans were living in the same area before and during this time.  The 
youngest of all the volcanoes are now located east of Flagstaff do to the shifting Teutonic plates, 
with the older ones now in the Williams area.  On Google Earth, search Sunset Crater, Arizona 
and look at the surrounding volcanoes that are no as apparent from ground level. 
 
Snowball Summer Ski Lift:   Tickets are ages 13-64 is $19 M-F $24 S-S, age 65+ is $15 
M-F  $19 S-S  As of this writing they are offering a 20% discount if you buy online now.  (5-29-19)  
 
Contact:  www.snowbowl.ski.  928-779-1951 
 



Wupatki National Monument:  From Flagstaff take US-89 north for 12 miles (19 km). Turn 
right at the sign for Sunset Crater Volcano and Wupatki National Monuments. The Wupatki Visitor 
Center is 21 miles (34 km) from this junction. The drive time from Flagstaff to the Wupatki Visitor 
Center is 45–60 minutes. 
 
Contact:  928-679-2365 
 
About:  Wupatki National Monument is located along a 34-mile scenic road that loops through 
open meadows, beautiful ponderosa pine trees, Sunset Crater Volcano National Monument, 
juniper grasslands with views of the Painted Desert, and the open red rock landscape of the 
Wupatki Basin. Drive time along the loop road is about one hour.  Most of the dwellings are visible 
with moderate to easy walking.  With stops it can take longer. 
 
 
Twin Arrows:  Twin Arrows is a ghost town located in the central part of Arizona on old Route 
66 in Coconino County between the city of Flagstaff and the town of Windslow. 
 
Contact: None 
 
Entry Info:		There is no cost.  A barrier sits in front of the cafe/service station and there are "no 
trespassing" signs but if you remain behind the barrier you can get plenty of good photos with 
normal lenses and close up of old stuff with zoom.  Unfortunately the place was completely 
covered in graffiti the last time I visited in 2015.  Fortunately I did get photos of the location prior 
to the graffiti in 2010. 
 
About: The Hopi and Navajo tribes inhabited the area in which Twin Arrows is currently located.   
The Navajo fought against the Apaches often in the same area.  The first Europeans to arrive in 
the area were the Spanish conquistadores.  The area became part of Mexico Upon gaining its 
independence from Spain. 
 
The United States fought against Mexico in what is known as the Mexican-American War.  The 
war ended officially when the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was signed and forced onto the 
remnant Mexican government.  It specified its major consequence, the Mexican Cession of the 
northern territories of Alta California and Santa Fe de Nuevo México to the United States. 

 
Wagon road routes between Flagstaff and Winslow were surveyed in the 1880s.  The Atlantic and 
Pacific Railroad chose to build the railroad along the same path.  The railway passed to the north 
of the modern alignment of the National Old Trails, which would eventually become Route 
66.  The US Highway System officially established US 66 in 1926.   US 66 served as a major path 
for those who migrated west during the Dust Bowl of the 1930s.  The road supported the 
economies of the communities through which it passed. 
 
Traffic began to flow through the Twin Arrows area because Route 66 was aligned along the 
National Old Trails Road.  A business named the Canyon Padre Trading Post, so named for the 
gorge that cuts nearby, was in originally established during the late 1940s.  Business was slow for 
the store and diner until the owners changed its name to "Twin Arrows Trading Post", inspired by 
the nearby town of Two Guns.  They added a service station and erected two 25-foot (7.6 m) 
giant arrows, which were placed on the property to draw the attention of the passing tourist.  
Initially, these changes improved the business for the owners. 
 
The Twin Arrows Trading Post began to fail with the construction of the Interstate 40 (I-40), 
because motorists no longer had to take US 66.  Business for the Twin Arrows Trading Post 
began to decline and it was not long before the store/diner/service station/gift shop passed 
through the hands of various owners.  This continued until 1995, when it was finally closed and 



abandoned.  The land where Twin Arrows is located is in the Navajo and Hopi reservations and 
owned by the Twin Arrows Navajo Casino. 
 
 
Two Guns:  Exit 230 on the I-40 about 30 miles from Flagstaff.  It is visible on the south side of 
the road.  The old asphalt road you see there is the old Route 66. 
 
Contact:  No contact info. 
 
Entry Info:  No cost.  I was there in 2017 and a trustee was located in a trailer on the property.  I 
never saw the person and there was no indication at the time that visitors are prohibited.  In fact, 
there was a sign requesting that bags of trash be taken to the dump if you had room.  It is 
unfortunate so much trash has been discarded by people visiting but someone picked up quite a 
bit and bagged the stuff.  My latest check online indicated no prohibition on visitors.  
 
About:  Early history - Native artifacts found at Two Guns have been dated to between 1050 and 
1600 AD.  
 
Spanish explorer Antonio de Espejo (1540-1585) led an expedition into New Mexico and Arizona 
in 1582–83, after crossing the Little Colorado River he came across the Canyon Diablo which he 
managed to cross on his way to the Verde Valley in central Arizona. He was the first European to 
do so.  After Arizona became a part of the US following the Mexican American War of 1846-48, 
Captain Lorenzo Sitgreaves explored the area in 1851 along the Little Colorado River, passing by 
the Canyon Diablo. In 1853 Lt A. W. Whipple surveyed the area for a future railroad to California 
and he came across the Canyon Diablo, which he named, but only managed to cross it well to the 
north of Two Guns.  As white settlers began to populate the area in the mid-19th century, Two 
Guns was recognized as an ideal place to cross Canyon Diablo, first by wagon, then later by 
vehicle. 
 
Prior to settlement, Two Guns itself was the site of a mass murder of Apaches by their 
Navajo enemies in 1878.  A group of Apaches hid in a cave at the location where Two Guns now 
sits to avoid detection after they kidnapped a young Navajo girl.  However, during the cold 
morning the pursuing Navajo warriors noted steam rising through a crack in the ground and this 
revealed the location of the Apache’s hiding in the cave below.  The Navajos demanded that the 
Apaches release the Navajo girl and assumed she was dead when the Apache’s failed to 
respond.  The Navajo warriors lit sagebrush fires at the cave's entrance and shot any Apaches 
trying to escape. The fire asphyxiated 42 Apaches, after which they were stripped of their 
valuables. The murder site is referred to as the "death cave”. 
 
During the winter of 1879-80, Billy the Kid and his outlaw gang hid in the ruins of a stone house 
and corral on the west rim of Canyon Diablo, across from Two Guns.  In 1880, long before Two 
Guns was established as a settlement, the construction of the Santa Fe Railroad was progressing 
across northern Arizona.  At the location where the rail line crossed Canyon Diablo, about 3 mi 
(4.8 km) north of Two Guns, construction was delayed while a trestle was built.  A settlement 
populated by male work crews was established near the construction site and was named 
Canyon Diablo, after the nearby canyon.  The settlement "quickly became a wild and lawless 
place as drifters, gamblers, and outlaws made their way to town”.  Four men employed by the 
Hashknife Ranch robbed the train at Canyon Diablo in 1889, then fled on horseback with 
$100,000 in currency, 2,500 new silver dollars, $40,000 in gold coins, as well as silver watches, 
jewelry, and diamonds.  A Posse led by sheriff Bucky O’neal pursued the bandits, but recovered 
less than $100 when the men were captured.  Years later, after release from prison, one of the 
thieves disclosed that the stolen goods, along with their rifles, had been buried in the canyon rim 
near Two Guns.  The location remains popular with treasure hunters. 
 



The National Old Trails Highway (called the "Santa Fe Highway" in Arizona) was built in 1907 in 
Arizona, and loosely followed the railway.  The highway crossed the dry riverbed of Canyon 
Diablo at the Two Guns location, and zigzagged up and down each embankment.  In 1915, 
Canyon Diablo Bridge opened at the Two Guns crossing, and was used until 1938 when a new 
bridge was built nearby. 
 
Settlement:  The first settler at Two Guns was Ed Randolph, who built a store next to the death 
cave.  In 1922, Earle and Louise Cundiff purchased 320 acres (130 ha) of land from Randolph at 
this location for $1,000, and built a store, restaurant, and gasoline pumps.  Harry E. Miller leased 
a property from the Cundiffs in 1925 and began extensive construction.  Calling himself "Chief 
Crazy Thunder", Miller wanted to capitalize on the beauty of Canyon Diablo and the flow of 
passing tourists.   
 
Along the canyon rim Miller erected a zoo with cages made of brick, mortar and chicken wire; his 
zoo animals included mountain lions, cougars, gila monsters, coral snakes, birds and a lynx.  A 
restaurant and Indian gift shop were opened, and Miller cleaned out the death cave, selling any 
Apache skulls found inside as souvenirs.  For a fee, visitors were led on a tour which began at a 
Hopi house Miller had built, where rolls of colored piki bread was made and sold.  They then 
followed a paved path down the side of the canyon to a soft drink stand at the bottom.  Next was 
a tour of the death cave, where Miller had installed electric lights, and fake ruins of cliff 
dwellers.  Flamboyant signs were placed along the highway, and Miller named his establishment 
"Fort Two Guns" as homage to silent movie actor William S. (Two Guns) Hart, with whom Miller 
claimed to have previously worked. 
 
The Cundiffs applied for a post office under the name "Two Guns" in 1924, but it was refused. 
The post office was renamed "Canyon Lodge”.  In 1926, the highway designation was changed to 
US Route 66.  That same year, Cundiff and Miller had a disagreement about the details of their 
lease, and Miller shot the unarmed Cundiff to death.  He was later acquitted of the killing.   
The interior of Miller's store burned in 1929, and soon after, Louise Cundiff built her own tourist 
store.  The following year, Miller left the state.  Cundiff remarried, and in 1934 opened the Two 
Guns Texaco service station along a new alignment of Route 66.   Behind it they relocated the 
zoo (which closed prior to 1950).  In 1938, a new bridge across Canyon Diablo was built, and 
Route 66 began following Interstate 40 at the Two Guns location.  A more modern service station 
was built at Two Guns in 1963, and in the late 1960s a motel, western tavern, reptile exhibit, and 
new zoo were added.  Later, a Shell service station was built and a KOA campground opened. 
 
Decline:  The service station burned in 1971, and Two Guns began to decline.  The ruins of many 
former structures remain, including the trading post, campground, old cottages, zoo, and burned-
out service station.  In 1988,Canyo Diablo Bridge was added to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 
 
Lowells Observatory:   
 
Contact:   Address - 1400 West Mars Hill Rd. Flagstaff, AZ 86001  Phone -928-774-3358 
 
About:   Atop a mesa one mile west of downtown Flagstaff, Arizona, sits Lowell Observatory, an 
astronomical research facility steeped in tradition.  Percival Lowell, scion of a Boston Brahmin 
family, initially established his observatory in 1894 to study the possibility of intelligent life on 
Mars.  Lowell widely popularized his controversial theories, sparking debate among both the 
scientific community and lay public.  In the following years, the observatory’s astronomers made 
several discoveries that dramatically altered our understanding of space, including Clyde 
Tombaughs discovery of Pluto in 1930 and V.M. Sliphers detection of the expanding nature of the 
universe in 1912.  Decades later, Apollo astronauts visited the observatory as part of their training 



to fly to the moon. These stories and others offer a glimpse of the scientific discovery, community 
pride, and personal triumph that define Lowell Observatory. 
 
Entry Info:  Hours Monday-Saturday: 10am – 10pm Sunday: 10am – 5pm 
Admission (Covers day and evening programs; reservations not needed.) 
Adults: M-Sat: $17 | Sun: $12  Seniors, AAA, Military, College: M-Sat: $16 | Sun: 
$11 Members: Free 
 
 


